BPCA MISSION: Preservation of Lake Onalaska and the Black River Bottoms
Minutes of the March 26, 2008 BPCA Meeting
The meeting was called to order and chaired by Leif Tolokken. Minutes of the February meeting were approved as distributed and the treasurer’s report was accepted. The annual budget was presented and approved.
We had no guest speaker at this meeting.
Marc Schultz mentioned work days are on hold until we can find someone to cut Freon canister using the plasma cutter. A few members mentioned that Bruce Van Berkum (Pee Wee) would cut some of them is someone would just let him know.
Alan Daus received a letter from the IRS stating that the IRS did receive our 501(c)3 paperwork. 
Laurie Stiers had a drawing at the meeting of one of the “Welcome to Brice Prairie” signs.  It was almost complete. The Plywood is about to be primed coated. Members will get a chance to view the final drawing before it is painted on the plywood.
Leif Marking, Alan Daus, March Schultz and Mike Lanquist were reelected to the BPCA Board. Their terms run until 2010.
Motion was made and approved to allow Leif Marking and Fred Craig to purchase $500 worth of materials for the design of a bluebird house that can easily be vented.  These would be sold at the next Bluebird Restoration Association of Wisconsin (BRAW) annual meeting and this would allow the idea of these newer designs to get out to the public

We will be looking at picking up beetles at existing Purple loose strife sites and transplanting them in any new areas USFWS picks as new sites.
Cormorant Island Project- We need to start monitoring this island for duck nests beginning the early part of April.

The well appears to be working fine now that the water table is up.  We will have to reevaluate this again in the fall.

We will look at insulating the doors to the club house and walls. We are looking into replacing the outdated furnace as a way to keep the LP costs down. Fred Craig had a few ideas on how to retrofit the doors with good insulation.
Bike trail cleanup is set for Wed, April 9th from 5-7 pm at the clubhouse.

John Wetzel made a motion and it was passed to send $200 to assist the La Crosse Area Underwater Rescue and Recovery Unit in purchasing a new boat and trailer. $100 was also approved as a raffle item for NASA for their annual banquet.

The Wisconsin Wildlife Federation 2008 Banquet is set for April 11-13 at Country Springs Hotel in Stevens Point, WI. Contact 1-800-897-4161 for more information. John Wetzel is one of our two delegates. If you are interesting in being the second delegate please let John know.
In the future if members are interesting in purchasing BPCA hats, T-shirts, sweatshirts, jackets, etc. please contact Leif Marking before the fish derby order goes in.  A few members suggested that perhaps a link could be established on the BPCA website for people to order these items then an automatic e-mail order would be sent to Leif.

The La Crosse County Conservation Alliance Banquet is set for Tuesday, April 8th.  BPCA will get the alliance award for the bluebird house monitoring project.

Please don’t forget the Mississippi River Cleanup on Saturday, April 26th.

Lunch was provided by Fred & Mary Craig.  Lunch for April will be provided by Joe Kawatski
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